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PART I

Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders end Regulolions

NATIONAL ASSf, MBLY SECRETARIA'T

lslLznabad, rhe 29th March,2017

No. E 22(33)/20r6-Lcgis.-'lhe tbllowing Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliamcnt) rcccivcd thc asscnr ol-lhc Prc\idcnl on lhc 27lh March, 2017 is hereby
publ ished lbr genera I inform ar ion:-

n cr No ]X or'2017

An Act to provde lor constirution of (:onnix:ions of Inquirr

Wllt RrrAs it is cxpcdienl lo provide for the constitulion ofCommissions of
Inquiry and to providc lbr matlcrs connecled therewith and ancillary thereto;

It is herehv enacted as follou,r

l. Short title, application, extcnt rnd commcnccment. {I) ]'his
Act may bc callcd rhc Pakistan Cornmissions of Inquiry Acr, 2017.

(2) lt shall apply to allConlmissions of lnquiry constitutcd by the federal

L42O (2017')lEx. Gaz.)

(8e)
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(3) It cxtcnd i lo rhe nhole of Pakislan.

(4) It shall comc into force al onc€

2. Detitritlo[s. ln tlis Ac! unless therc is an]'lhing r€putnant in fie
subjact oa mntext -

(a) "Commis;ion" means a Commission oflnquiry apg)inted under section 3;

(b) "Chairpe-son" means the Chairpe.son ofthe Commission;

(c) 'CrPC" rrcars the Code ofCriminal Procedure, lt9t(ActVoflt98);

(d) "PPC" msans rhe Pakistan Pcnal Code, (Act XLV of 1860);and

(e) ''rulcs" nreans rules made under thisAct.

3. CoDltitution of Commission of Inquiry.--{l ) Whenever it is
exp€dient to conduct alr inquiry into any definite mafter ofpublic importance, the
Federal Govemment rnay, by notification in the official Gazette, constitute a

Commission oflnquiry rn accordance with the provisions ofthis Act.

Explanalion.-:'malt ofpublic importance"includesa matlcrof gercral
interest or direct or vital concern to lhe puhlrc.

(2) The Feder al oovemment shall, by Notification in the official Gazette,

appoint the members or'the Commission and where more than one member arE so

appointed,lhe Federal Govemment shall designate one ofthe rncmb€rs to b€ the

Chairman of lh€ Comm rssion.

(3) The Comrnission shall conduct the inquiry and perform its functions in
accordance with the 'lefls ofReference specified in the notlficatron.

(4) The Comrnission shall have allrhe powers vested in it under thisAct.

(5) The Federal Govemment shall speciry the time pcriod widin which
such inqu iry shall bc cor rcluded:

P.ovided thattlre Federal Gov€mment may, on the request ofthe Chaiman
of the Commission. for rcasons to be recorded, extend the rim€ so specilled.

(6) The Comrdission shall ceasc lo cxis( on tle conclusion ofthe inquiry
conducred by it and submission of Final Rcpo( in respect thereof to the Federal
Govemment.
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4. Powers und€r the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.-(l) The
Commission shall have the powcrs ofacivilcourl underthe Codeofcivil Procsdure,
l90E (Acr V of l90E) fbr thc purposes ofthis Acl.

(2) Notwithslarding the Seneralityofthe powe6 given under suhsection
(1), the Commission shell have the following powe6, namely:-

(a) sum moning and cnforcifl8 the attendancA ofany person and examining
him on oath;

(b)

(c)

(d)

requtingthe discovery and production ofany documents;

receiv ing evidence on affidavits;

issuing commissions for the exajnination ofwitnesses ordocu,nents;
and

(e) requisitioning any public .ecord or copy thcreof ftom any court or
office.

(3) Thc Commission shall also have the po*er to require any person or
authority, subjec( to sny privilege which may be claimed by that penion or autho.ity
under any law for the ti rc bcing in force, to fumish iBformation or documcnts on
such points or matters as. in the opinion ofthe commisSion, may be useful for, or
relevanl to, the subjectmatter oflhe inquiry.

5. Powers to fo rrd c&sc lo magistr.te. When any offence as is
described in seclion 175, section l7E, sechon 179, section IE0 or scction 22E ofrhe
PPC is commitred in $e v;ew or presence ofthe Commissior. the Commission may,
after recording the facts constituting lhe offence and the stalement ofthe accusrd
as providcd for in the CiPC, fonvard the case to a magistrate havingjurisdictron to
try thc same, who shall proceed to hear the complaint against the accused as ifthe
cas€ had been forwaded to him under s!:ction 4E2 ofthe CrPC.

6. Powers of enary, search ctc.-Thc Chairman or any ofllccr. not
b€low the ra-nk of an officer of BS- tE, specially euthoriscd in this behalf by the
Charrman,-

(a) may enter an], building or place where the Commission has reason
to believc that any books olaccounl orotherdocumcnts relating to the
subject maltcrofthe inquiry may be lbund; and

(b) may seizc any such books of account or documents or take
extracts or copies therefiom, subject to &e provisions ofsection 102

and section I 03 of the CrPC, in so far as they may be applicab lc.
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7. Pow€r lo order police investigrtion.--lhe Commission shall, for
the purposes of $is A(t, have the power to order a policc investigation into any
matter coming bcfore il.

8. Power to puDish for contempt.-{l) The Commission shall have

the same powers as that ofa fligh Coun to punish any person who

(a) abuses. irterferls with or obstructs thc process of the Comnission
in any w3y or disobeys any order of the Commrssion;

(b) scandali,:es thc Commission or otherwise does anylhing which
rcnds to l)ring the Commissioo or a member of the Commission in
relation !) his oflice into hatred, ridicu Ie or contempt;

(c) does an) thing whrch tends to prejudice the deternination of a

mafter pcnding bcfore lhe Commission; or

(d) does any other thing which, by any other law, for the time beinS in
force cor slifutes contempl ofcourt:

Pro'ridedthat fair comments made in good faith and in the public
inlerest.n the working ofthe Commission or on its Final Report after
the coml)letion of the cnquiry shall not constitute contempl of the
(lommiss ion:

Provided lurther that ifthe Chairpcrson oftbe Commission is a
Judge oflhe Supreme Court the Commission shall havc lhe powers of
Suprem( Court for the purposes ofthis sub-section.

E.rplanation. For the purposes ofthis sub-section,'Judgc" includ€s the
ChiefJustice.

(2) Exercis( of thc powers confefied on a Commission by this scction
shall be regulatcd by rules madc by thc Supreme Cou(.

9. Po$cr ro r€ccivc information.-A pcrson shall have the right to
provide any informatirn or docurnent, relating lo a matter before the Commission,
andthe Commission rray consider such inlormalion or docunlent.

10. Additionsl powcrs ofthe Commission. In case the srrccific nature
ofthe inquiryso r€quI€s, the Federal Govemmentmay, by notification in the omcial
Gazeltc, confer the foIlowing additionaI powers on the Commission lbrthe purposes
ofthisAct, namely:-

(a) all the po$,crs ofa criminal court under lhe CrPC;
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(b) po$,er to constitute spccial teams, consisting of officers from the
executi!c authoririesand experts in spccific fields, for the purposes of
assisting thc Commission inconducting an illquiry.'l he speciallcams
shall have such powcrs as may bc prcscribed;

(c) powers to constitute an intemational ream and scek intemational
coopeiation fiom foreign countrics or agencies lo get infomation,
documents. cvidence and record or issue leftelsand irrtenogatories in
accorda ncc w ith app licablc intemational instruments;

(d) powers to issue, in accordance \\ith lhc provisions oforderXXV| of
thc Codc o f Civil Procedure, I 908 (A ct V o f I 908), a Lctter Rogatory
or Lettcr of Requesl lo lhc codrpetent judicial authority in ano(hcr
counrry sccking its assislance in examination and recording evidcnce
ofa witness resldirB urthrn thejurisdiction ofsuch autho.ity; arld

(c) such othcr powers as ar€ deemed nec€ssary forconducting the inquir):

ll. Judiciel proceedings.-Any procecding before the Commission shall
bedeemcd lobe a jud ic ial proceed ing wi6rin dre mcaning o f sections 193 and 22E of
PPC.

12. Mcmbers etc., to be public acrvaot -Every member of lhe
Commission ard ev€ry officcr appoinled o.authorised by the Commission to exerEise
functions under this Act shall be de€mcd to be a public servant $'ithin the meaning
of section 2l ofPPC.

13 Executivc ruthoriti€i lo ect iD aid of Commission.--(l ) It shall
be the duty ofallexecutive authorities in the Fed€ration and (he Provinces to act in
aid ofthc Commission rn thedischarSe ofits functions and tocomply with any ofits
drrections.

(2) The FederalGovemmenr shall providc all necessary funds and facilities
to enablc drc Commissir)n to perform its functions under thisAct.

14. Proccdure of lhe Commissiotr.-{ I) The Commission shall have
the power to regulate its own procedure.

(2) The Commission shalllix fie placcs and trmes ofits sitrings and dccidc
\rherher its procecdinps jhall be open or rn canrc

(l)'IheComnrission shall act notwithstandingthetemporaryabsenceof
any member or the existence ofa vacancy amonS its members.

15. R€port to bc public 
-The 

Final Repon or an interim report olthe
Commission shall be made public:
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Provided that Final Reporl ofthe Conrnission shall be made public withir
6 irty days ofthe submission ofrhc rcport to the Federal Covcmment:

Prcvided further lhattlle Comrnission may, in the public hrteresl. recomrnend
to the F€deml Government rhat all or any part of the Final Report or an interim
repo.l may nol be mrLde public.

16. Stetcnrcnts made by persons before the Commission.- No
statemcnl made b!'a )erson in the cou rse of giv ing er idence bc fore the Com m ission
shall, cxcept in accordance with law. subject him to, or be uscd againsr him in, any
civil orcriminal pro(eeding except a prosecution for giving false evidence by such
statemcnt:

Provided th; t the statemenl

(a) is mad(: in reply to aquestion which he isrequircd bytheCommission
to ans\r'er: or

(b) is rele\ant to the subjcct matlerol i'quiry

17. Protection of action takcn in good faith.-No suit or orhcr legal
proceedings shall lic rLgainst the Fcdcral Covemment, the Commission or any mcmber
thereof, or any perso n acting u[der the direction either ofthc Federal Government
o. ofthe Commissior in respect of anldring which is in good faith done or intendei
to be done in pursua rce ofthis Act or olany rulcs or orders made thereunder or in
respect ofthe public ltion, by or under thc authority ofthe fedcral Govehrment. or
the Commissron, of ;my report, paper or proc€cdings.

18. Power to Eel(e rule3.-The Federal Covemmenl ma); by notification
in the official Cazete, make rulcs lcl carry out the purposes ofthis Act.

19. Repeal.-{ l) The Pakistan Commissions oflnquiryAct 1956(Vlof
1956) is hereby repcaled.

(2) Notwitlrstanding the provisions of sub-section (l), the Pakistan
Comrnissions of Inq:iryAct, 1956(Vlofl956)shallcontinucir)forcefbrpurposes
ofclruse (3) ofArti( le I55 ofthe Conslitution ofthc Islamic Rcpublic ofPakistan.

QAMAR SOHAIL LODIII,
Acting Secretary
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